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Press Release 

New “Artificial Heart” to Provide Long-term Support for Patients with 
Heart Failure 

 
Ascenion obtains equity in Dualis MedTech in return for spin-off coaching  
 
March 3, 2008 – Munich, Germany – Ascenion GmbH announces today that it has obtained equity in 
Dualis MedTech GmbH, a venture founded in late 2006 to develop and market novel medical-technical 
implants for the support of critically ill heart patients. Over the last one and a half years, Ascenion has 
coached the founding team through the pre-seed phase providing advice on all aspects of business 
and financial planning, company form and structuring and helping with the negotiation of licensing 
contracts.  
 
Core to Dualis’ business model is a new ventricular assist device consisting of a fully implantable 
mechanical pump and a wireless energy transfer system. It does not replace the natural heart but 
rather helps a diseased heart to pump blood through the body. Due to a flow-optimized pump, it 
solves problems of blood-clotting or haemolysis usually associated with mechanical blood pumping. 
Moreover, it is the first ventricular assist device to allow free movement of the patient and avoid the 
risk of infection, as there is no extracorporal pump or transcutaneous wire. The small, wireless control 
and energy supply unit can simply be worn on the belt.  
 
“The system addresses an urgent medical need,” Andreas Achterberg, CFO of Dualis comments. 
Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in the Western world and many patients could 
benefit from a heart transplantation. However, limited organ availability means that only about 5% of 
these can receive a transplantation. “Our system provides a new treatment option for the remaining 
95% of patients. It will not only dramatically improve their quality of life while waiting for a donor 
heart, but may also become an alternative to heart transplantation in the longer term.”   
 
Prototypes of the pump and energy transfer system were manufactured and tested at the Institute of 
Robotics and Mechatronics of the German Aerospace Center (DLR). In-vitro endurance tests confirmed 
feasibility and reliability of the approach. Animal studies are scheduled to start this year. In parallel, 
Dualis intends to outlicence the wireless energy transfer system to manufacturers of active implants 
with applications outside its own business focus. 
 
“We are most impressed not only by the commercial potential of the technology, but also by the 
strength of the founding team and the progress they have made over the last months in building up 
the company. Dualis is now ideally positioned to attract professional seed investors and we are very 
much looking forward to working with them further, throughout the seed and start-up phase,” 
Christian Stein, CEO of Ascenion comments.  
 
Ascenion has already accompanied numerous spin-offs in the life-sciences field during their foundation 
and early growth and currently holds equity in 13 companies, including Dualis. 
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Background information 
 
Ascenion GmbH 
Ascenion GmbH is an IP asset management company focused on the life sciences. Ascenion supports 
and advises scientists and research institutions with regard to the protection and exploitation of their 
intellectual property (patents, know-how, materials), and initiates and mediates license agreements 
between research institutions and industry. Ascenion was founded in 2001 as a 100% subsidiary of 
the Life-Science Foundation for the Promotion of Science and Research and has since acquired 12 
research institutes in the Helmholtz and Leibniz Associations and also the Hanover Medical School as 
exclusive partners. On behalf of these institutes, Ascenion currently markets around 600 technologies 
and closes an average of about 60 agreements between research and industry per year. The team has 
also accompanied numerous spin-offs through their foundation and early growth and Ascenion holds 
equity in 13 of these companies. Ascenion’s headquarters are in Munich, with further offices in Berlin, 
Braunschweig, Hamburg, Hanover and Neuherberg. Further information at www.ascenion.de 
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